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Skin/Tissue Tunnel Track
+ Vessel Flap = Buttonhole Site

Skin / tissue buttonhole tunnel track forms like the scar

tissue track from a pierced earring.
Vessel flap is created by repeated punctures with the sharp

needle at the same site. Vessel flap will then be displaced by
the blunt buttonhole needle at each cannulation after the
tunnel and flap are established.
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Top view of vessel flap created by sharp needle in preparation for blunt neede cannulation
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Courtesy of the Cleveland Clinic
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