
Midwest Dialysis Centers 

 

Grading of Vascular Access 

 

Patient Name ___________________ 

Date                 ___________________ 

Evaluated By ___________________ 

 

How often evaluated:  <6 months old       evaluate semiannually 

                                      > 1 year old          evaluate annually 

Need to reevaluate after each access event (example: revision, placement, etc.) 

 

Indicator    Range  Score Pt Specific Information 

Cannulations Tips 

Access Type Fistula = 2 

Graft   = 1 

Established Buttonhole = 1 

  

Site Chest =3 

Thigh = 2 

Upper Arm=2 

Forearm = 1 

  

Maturity 

AVF 

 

8 – 16 wks     = 10 

4 -6 months   =   5 

6 -12 months =   4 

1-2 yrs            =   3 

> 2 yrs            =   2 

  

Maturity 

 Graft 

 

2-4 weeks      = 10 

1-2 months    =   5 

2-8 months    =   4 

8 – 1 ½ years =   3 

> 1 ½ years    =   1 

 

  

Complications History of recent infiltrations =3 

Recent access interventions    = 2 

No Problem                              = 0 

 

  

Needle Size 14 G  = 1 

15 G  = 1 

16 G  = 2 

17 G  = 3 

Blunt Needle any Gauge  = 1 

 

  



Aneurysm  Presence of Pseudo aneurysm/ 

Aneurysm                                  = 2 

  

Preference Patient preference for more 

experienced staff                      = 2 

  

Total Score    

 

 

Level 1 = 0-6             Level 2=  7 – 12         Level 3 =  >12 

 

 

 Staff evaluating may assign to different level based on access characteristics that 

are not listed on grading indicators.



 


